
 

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

December 24, 2011 

Six o’clock 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE FAMILY SERVICE  

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter 
the sanctuary and prepare for worship.  Those parts of the Service of Worship in 
which the congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type. 

                  * Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE                A Medley of Christmas Carols          

* CALL TO WORSHIP      

Leader: O sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the 
earth! 

People: Sing to the LORD, bless his name; tell of his salvation from 
day to day.  

Leader: Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works 
among all the peoples! 

People: For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised! 

Leader: Sing for joy before the LORD, for he comes, for he comes to 
judge the earth. 

People: He will judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples 
with truth. 

* HYMN 41     O Come, All Ye Faithful                    Adeste Fideles 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS            



  

 

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE  
Cyndi, Alyson, and Rachel Kumor 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (all sing)           Hymnal No. 23 

“Glo - - ria in Excelsis Deo”   

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE  

Leader: The angel announced good news of great joy for all the 
people: the birth of a Savior, Christ the Lord, proclaiming 
peace on earth and good will to all. 

People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.” ) 

TIME WITH CHILDREN  “The Perfect Gift”   

SONG                                         Believe               Glen Ballard/Alan Silvestri 
                                              MICHAEL BELLO 

FIRST LESSON                      Isaiah 9:2, 6 

Leader: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

People: Those who lived in a land of deep darkness — on them light 
has shined.   

Leader: For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority 
rests upon his shoulders; 

People: And he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

SONG                                   O Holy Night                            Adolphe Adam 
                                               CYNDI KUMOR 

SECOND LESSON               Luke 2:8-20 

SERMON                        “A Gift to Treasure”          Rev. Richard S. Hong 

OFFERTORY                      Gesu Bambino                                  Pietro Yon 
                                            MARGOT BENNETT 



 

 

* THE DOXOLOGY                       Old Hundredth 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below. 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER & LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
As the hymn begins, the light from the Christ candle will be brought to the 
congregation. Please light your candle, and share your light with a neighbor.  

* HYMN 60               Silent Night, Holy Night                 Stille Nacht 
 Verses 1, 2, and 3 

After the singing of the hymn, there will be a period of silence, symbolizing 
the end of Advent as a time of waiting and expectancy. 

* EXTINGUISHING THE CANDLES 

* HYMN 40            Joy to the World!                       Antioch 

* BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE             Good Christian Friends, Rejoice               Paul Manz 

(Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. It is the custom of our 
church to remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 

*     *     *     *     * 

Please deposit extinguished candles in the boxes at the doors 
as you leave the Sanctuary. 

*     *     *     *     * 

 
 



  

 

USHERS for this evening’s service are: 
 Bennie Baez (Capt.) Nelson Baez  Eddy Farrell 
    Leida Rivera  Carolina Zuluaga 

OUR LAY ASSISTANT this evening is Yvonne Crichton, PharmD.  Yvonne 
lives in Englewood with her husband, Frank Denbow, MD and her son 
Frank, Jr.  Her daughter, Donna, lives in California.  She was born in 
Kingston, Jamaica and educated in the United States at Howard and St. 
John Universities.  Yvonne is a retired Clinical Pharmacist who worked for 
a major pharmaceutical company in the field of drug safety.  She has been 
a member of the FPC congregation for about twenty years and has served 
the church in many different capacities. Currently, she is an elder and 
member of the Labyrinth Committee. 

OUR SOLOISTS THIS EVENING ARE:   

MICHAEL BELLO —  Michael is completing his senior year at Emerson 
College studying for a BFA in Musical Theatre. This past semester he 
played Georg in Emerson Stage's production of She Loves Me. Next 
semester he will be directing Darling, A New Musical which has been 
featured on both Playbill.com and BroadwayWorld.com. (Google "Michael 
Bello, Darling" for information and a link to our KickStarter website 
where you can become a Producer of the project.)  He has served 
as Assistant Director on the world premiere musical Fly By Night at 
TheatreWorks Silicon Valley and on Mary Zimmerman's Candide at the 
Huntington Theater Company in Boston.  At the church, Michael has 
been an active member since he was a child, participating in the Youth 
Group, Chancel Choir, Deacons, and many other activities.  He is the 
founder of the church’s theater group, the Presby Players and Summer 
Musical Theatre Camp, which he directed for eleven summers.  

CYNDI KUMOR — Cyndi and her husband Michael became members of 
First Presbyterian earlier this year.  They, along with their daughters 
Alyson and Rachel, are enjoying getting to know the lovely people who 
worship here each Sunday.  After a wonderful career in musical theatre, 
performing in Les Miserables and Showboat on Broadway and the national 
touring companies of Les Mis and Ragtime, Cyndi decided it was time to 
finish the theatre degree she started many years ago.  She is currently a 
student at Montclair State University and will be graduating with a BFA in 
Musical Theatre in the spring.  In the fall she plans to enroll in the 
Graduate program at Montclair to pursue a Masters in Theatre Studies.  
Merry Christmas to one and all!  



 

 

MARGOT BENNETT — Margot is a junior at Muhlenberg College, 
where she is a theater major, and recently completed her semester 
abroad at The Accademia dell’Arte, in Arezzo, Italy. Margot has 
attended First Presbyterian Church since she was six years old, and is 
an ordained Deacon. She acquired her early musical training as 
member of the Youth Ensemble, founding member of the Presby 
Players and later as a member of the Chancel Choir.  Margot was the 
director for last summer’s FPC presentation of “Dear Edwina, Jr.”  She 
is the daughter of Richard Bennett and the late Marjorie Anderson.  

*     *     *     *     * 

TONIGHT’S SCRIPTURE READING 

Luke 2:8-20 (NRSV) 
8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 

watch over their flock by night.  9 Then an angel of the Lord stood 
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were terrified.  10 But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- 
I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:  11 to you is 
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the 
Lord.   

12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands 
of cloth and lying in a manger."  13 And suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,  14 

"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those 
whom he favors!"  15 When the angels had left them and gone into 
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 
made known to us."   

16 So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
child lying in the manger.  17 When they saw this, they made known 
what had been told them about this child;  18 and all who heard it were 
amazed at what the shepherds told them.  19 But Mary treasured all 
these words and pondered them in her heart.  20 The shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, 
as it had been told them.  




